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Federal Communications Commission § 1.10001 

§ 1.10000 What is the purpose of these 
rules? 

(a) These rules are issued under the 
Communications Act of 1934, as amend-
ed, 47 U.S.C. 151 et seq., and the Sub-
marine Cable Landing License Act, 47 
U.S.C. 34–39. 

(b) This subpart describes procedures 
for electronic filing of International 
and Satellite Services applications 
using the International Bureau Filing 
System. 

(c) More licensing and application de-
scriptions and directions, including but 
not limited to specifying which Inter-
national and Satellite service applica-
tions must be filed electronically, are 
in parts 1, 25, 63, and 64 of this chapter. 

[69 FR 47793, Aug. 6, 2004] 

§ 1.10001 Definitions. 
Application. A request for an earth or 

space station radio station license, an 
international cable landing license, or 
an international service authorization, 
or a request to amend a pending appli-
cation or to modify or renew licenses 
or authorizations. The term also in-
cludes the other requests that may be 
filed in IBFS such as transfers of con-
trol and assignments of license applica-
tions, earth station registrations, and 
foreign carrier affiliation notifications. 

Authorizations. Generally, a written 
document or oral statement issued by 
us giving authority to operate or pro-
vide service. 

International Bureau Filing System. 
The International Bureau Filing Sys-
tem (IBFS) is a database, application 
filing system, and processing system 

for all International and Satellite serv-
ices. IBFS supports electronic filing of 
many applications and related docu-
ments in the International Bureau, and 
provides public access to this informa-
tion. 

International Services. All inter-
national services authorized under 
parts 1, 63 and 64 of this chapter. 

Official Filing Date. 
Satellite Space Station Applications 

(other than DBS and DARS) and Applica-
tions for Earth Stations to Access a Non- 
U.S. Satellite Not Currently Authorized to 
Provide the Proposed Service in the Pro-
posed Frequencies in the United States. 
We consider a Satellite Space Station 
application (other than DBS and 
DARS) and an Application for an Earth 
Station to Access a Non-U.S. Satellite 
Not Currently Authorized to Provide 
the Proposed Service in the Proposed 
Frequencies in the United States offi-
cially filed the moment you file them 
through IBFS. The system tracks the 
date and time of filing (to the milli-
second). For purposes of the queue dis-
cussed in § 25.158 of this chapter, we 
will base the order of the applications 
in the queue on the date and time the 
applications are filed, rather than the 
‘‘Official Filing Date’’ as defined here. 

All Other Applications. We consider all 
other applications officially filed once 
you file the application in IBFS and 
applicable filing fees are received and 
approved by the FCC, unless the appli-
cation is determined to be fee-exempt. 
We determine your official filing date 
based on one of the following situa-
tions: 

1. You file your Satellite Space Station Appli-
cation (other than DBS and DARS) or your 
Application for Earth Stations to Access a 
Non-U.S. Satellite Not Currently Author-
ized to provide the Proposed Service in the 
Proposed Frequencies in the United States 
in IBFS.

Your official filing date is the date and time 
(to the millisecond) you file your applica-
tion and receive a confirmtion of filing and 
submission ID. 

2. You file all other applications in IBFS and 
then do one of the following:.

Your official filing date is: 

Send your payment (via check, bank draft, 
money order, credit card, or wire transfer) 
and FCC Form 159 to Mellon Bank.

The date Mellon Bank stamps your payment 
as received. 

Pay by online credit card (through IBFS). ...... The date your online credit card payment is 
approved. (Note: you will receive a remit-
tance ID and an authorization number if 
your transaction is successful). 
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Determine your application type is fee-ex-
empt or your application qualifies for ex-
emption to charges as provided in Part 1 of 
the Commission’s Rules.

The date you file in IBFS and receive a con-
firmation of filing and submission ID. 

Satellite Services. All satellite services 
authorized under part 25 of this chap-
ter. 

Submission ID. The Submission ID is 
the confirmation number you receive 
from IBFS once you have successfully 
filed your application. It is also the 
number we use to match your filing to 
your payment. Your IBFS Submission 
ID will always start with the letters 
‘‘IB’’ and include the year in which you 
file as well as a sequential number, 
(e.g., IB2003000123). 

Us. In this subpart, ‘‘us’’ refers to the 
Commission. 

We. In this subpart, ‘‘we’’ refers to 
the Commission. 

You. In this subpart, ‘‘you’’ refers to 
applicants, licensees, your representa-
tives, or other entities authorized to 
provide services. 

§ 1.10002 What happens if the rules 
conflict? 

The rules concerning parts 1, 25, 63 
and 64 of this chapter govern over the 
electronic filing in this subpart. 

§ 1.10003 When can I start operating? 

You can begin operating your facility 
or providing services once we grant 
your application to do so, under the 
conditions set forth in your license or 
authorization. 

§ 1.10004 What am I allowed to do if I 
am approved? 

If you are approved and receive a li-
cense or authorization, you must oper-
ate in accordance with, and not be-
yond, your terms of approval. 

§ 1.10005 What is IBFS? 

(a) The International Bureau Filing 
System (IBFS) is a database, applica-
tion filing system, and processing sys-
tem for all International and Satellite 
Services. IBFS supports electronic fil-
ing of many applications and related 
documents in the International Bu-
reau, and provides public access to this 
information. 

(b) We maintain applications, notifi-
cations, correspondence, and other ma-
terials filed electronically with the 
International Bureau in IBFS. 

§ 1.10006 Is electronic filing manda-
tory? 

Electronic filing is mandatory for all 
applications for international and sat-
ellite services for which an Inter-
national Bureau Filing System (IBFS) 
form is available. Applications for 
which an electronic form is not avail-
able must be filed by paper until new 
forms are introduced. See §§ 63.20 and 
63.53. As each new IBFS form becomes 
available for electronic filing, the Com-
mission will issue a public notice an-
nouncing the availability of the new 
form and the effective date of manda-
tory filing for this particular type of 
filing. As each new form becomes effec-
tive, manual filings will not be accept-
ed by the Commission and the filings 
will be returned to the applicant with-
out processing. Mandatory electronic 
filing requirements for applications for 
international and satellite services are 
set forth in parts 1, 25, 63, and 64 of this 
chapter. A list of forms that are avail-
able for electronic filing can be found 
on the IBFS homepage. For informa-
tion on electronic filing requirements, 
see part 1, §§ 1.1000 through 1.10018 and 
the IBFS homepage at http:// 
www.fcc.gov/ibfs. 

[70 FR 38797, July 6, 2005] 

§ 1.10007 What applications can I file 
electronically? 

(a) For a complete list of applica-
tions or notifications that must be 
filed electronically, see the IBFS Web 
site at http://www.fcc.gov/ibfs. 

(b) Many applications require exhib-
its or attachments. If attachments are 
required, you must attach documenta-
tion to your electronic application be-
fore filing. We accept attachments in 
the following formats: Word, Adobe 
Acrobat, Excel and Text. 
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